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SUBJECT: CODEL WOLEF: FOREIGN MINISTER'S COMMENTS ON PRESS REPORTS 
REP: SAN JOSE 0311, 

1. DURING MY MEETING WITH FONMIN FACIO YESTERDAY, 

JANUARY 22, HE SAID HE HAD BEEN ASKED BY LOCAL PRESS 
FOR REACTIONS TO REPORTED STATEMENTS BY CONGRESSMAN 
WOLFF (REFTEL). HE SAID HE TOLD THE PRESS HE WAS 
SURPRISED BY THE REPORT, SINCE THE CONGRESSMAN HAD 
NOT DESCRIBED COSTA RICA HERE AS "ONE OP THE THREE 
PRINCIPAL TRANSIT POINTS" IN THE NARCOTICS TRADE AND 

NO JOINT GOVERNMENTAL WORKING GROUP HAD BEEN DISCUSSED 
ALTHOUGH GOCR HAD PROMISED FULL COOPERATION ON DRUGS. 

HE ADDED THAT THE GOCR HAD NO COMPLAINTS ABOUT THE 
ASSISTANCE RECEIVED FROM THE USG IN THE NARCOTICS AREA 
AND IN FACT WAS VERY PLEASED WITH IT. 

2. SO FAR ONLY "LA REPUBLICA" HAS PICKED UP ANY OF 
FACIO’S COMMENTS, WITHOUT 

ANY REFERENCE TO CODEL. IT REPORTED THIS MORNING 
THAT FACIO "CLARIFIED THAT THE REPORTS THAT COSTA 
RICA IS THE CENTER OF THE DRUG TRAPFIC ARE NOT 
ACCURATE," AND THAT MEXICO HAS THAT DUBIOUS HONOR. 

THE REPORT SAYS FACIO EXPLAINED THAT THERE IS CONCERN 
TO PREVENT OPIUM TRAFFICKERS FROM MOVING THEIR POPPY 
OPERATIONS TO COSTA RICA. 
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